BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2020-__ -WS

IN RE:
)
) BLUE GRANITE WATER
Request for Approval of Waterand ) COMPANY’S REQUEST FOR
Sewer Agreement of Blue Granite ) APPROVAL OF WATER AND
Water Company ) SEWER AGREEMENT
)

Blue Granite Water Company (the “Company”), by and through counsel, respectfully
requests the South Carolina Public Service Commission’s (“Commission’) approval of a water
and sewer agreement (“Agreement”) between the Company and Fielding Homes, LLC (“Fielding
Homes”), pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-541 and 103-743, as related to Phase 3 of the
Paddlers Cove development. The Company submits that such approval without the need for notice
or hearing is appropriate in this case. In support of its request, the Company would show the
following:

1. Applicant is a public utility currently authorized to operate water and wastewater
systems under the jurisdiction of the Commission in South Carolina. Its corporate charter is
presently on file with the Commission and an appropriate bond has been posted with same.

2. Applicant’s representatives for purposes of this proceeding are as follows:

Samuel J. Wellborn

Frank R. Ellerbe, 111

ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC
1310 Gadsden Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Telephone: 803.929.1400

fellerbe@robinsongray.com
swellborn@robinsongray.com
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3. The Company operates potable water production, treatment, storage, transmission,
and distribution systems and sanitary wastewater collection, treatment, and effluent disposal
systems, which are located in and serve various parts of the State of South Carolina, including
York County.

4. Fielding Homes is the developer of certain real estate located in Lake Wylie, South
Carolina in York County (the “Properties’) comprising Phase 3 of the Paddlers Cove development.

5. The Company has water and sewer service available to serve the Properties.

6. The Company and Fielding Homes have negotiated the Agreement under which the
Company will provide water and sewer service to the Properties. In turn, Fielding Homes will
construct and install water distribution and sewer collection facilities necessary to serve the
Properties according to the terms and conditions of the Agreement. A copy of the Agreement is
attached hereto as Attachment A.

7. The Company has sufficient water and sewer service available to serve the
properties subject to the Agreement being filed for approval in this case. The Paddlers Cove
development is located in the Lake Wylie area, whose water supply is partially provided by the
water supply interconnection with the City of Charlotte. That interconnection was completed in
the fall 0£2019, and the Company filed a Water Management Plan with the Commission on March
1, 2020 in Docket No. 2019-257-WS pertaining to the Lake Wylie area.

8. The Company requests Commission approval of the Agreement, and submits that
the public convenience and necessity will be served by such approval. Applicant further submits
that approval of the Agreement without the need for notice or hearing is appropriate in this case.
Inasmuch as the Agreement is not a “new rate, toll, rental, charge, or classification or a new

regulation” under S.C. Code Ann. § 58-5-240 or “a new or changed schedule” under S.C. Code
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Ann. § 58-5-260, notice and hearing are not required. Because notice and hearing, where not
required by law, are discretionary on part of the Commission,' given the nature of the Agreement,
and because the requisite cost and burden of notice and a hearing would outweigh any benefit to
the Company’s ratepayers, approval of the Agreement without the need for notice or hearing is
appropriate in this case.

WHEREFORE, the Company requests that the Agreement be approved without notice or
hearing, and that Applicant be granted such other and further relief as the Commission deems just
and proper.

s/Samuel J. Wellborn

Frank R. Ellerbe, III (SC Bar No. 01866)
Samuel J. Wellborn (SC Bar No. 101979)
Robinson Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC
P.O. Box 11449

Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 929-1400

fellerbe@robinsongray.com
swellborn@robinsongray.com

Attorneys for Blue Granite Water Company

July 30, 2020

! See S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-817(C)(3)(a) (“[TThe Chief Clerk may . . . provide the party filing
the pleading a Notice of Filing, and, where required by law, the party at its own expense shall
publish such notice one time in newspapers having general circulation in the party’s service area.”)
(emphasis added); S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-817(C)(2) (“Where provided by law, any proceeding
initiated under these rules may be disposed of without hearing by Order of the Commission within
14 days after the pleading has been accepted for filing, upon the written opinion of the Commission
that the pleading on its face shows that a hearing is not necessary, in the public interest, or for the
protection of substantial rights.”).
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